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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1?37  ,to_195g 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  TEAR  1959  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
PONTEFRACT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

ReRT  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as. to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


i 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

-■ 

[Written 

Occupiers 

— .  ,  . 

Register 
,  (2}  . 

Inspections 

notices 

(L) 

prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

5 

5 

0 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

88 

22 

1 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers*  premises 

2 

iW 

4 

0 

- 

Tutal  i 

95  1  31 

»  g  j 

1 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 

separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases") 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number 

were  found 

of  oases 

Particulars 

Referred 

in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were 

--  Cl) 

(2) 

(3) 

(L) 

(5) 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

mm 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

•  • 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Out-work) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2  . 

2 

, 

- 

- 

_ 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 


XXL 

Wearing)  Making 
apparel)  etc* 

Cleaning 
and 

Washing 
Household  linen 

■Lace,  lace  curl 
and  nets 

Curtains  and 


Furniture  and 
upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  steol 
cables  and  chaii 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

t 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

Umbrellas ,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents 
Sacks 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

Paper  bags 


j  Section  110 

Section  111 

iNo.  of  oufc- 
J  workers  in  c 
August  c 

list  h 

1  required  I 
by  Section. 

| 110(l)( o)  ( 

No.  of 
>ases  of 
lefault  in 
sending  i 
.ists  to  1 
she  1 

Council  ! 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

To.  of 
.nstances 
of  work 
in  un- 
-/holesane 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(2) 

(3) 

(4)  

..UL 

1£) 

lzl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

i  - 

-  j 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

-  | 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1  m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  •• 

am 

- 

- 

- 

X  1 

j- 

1 

- 

- 

am 

- 

■  - 

I 

- 

- 

- 

1  .  - 

:  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

}  I  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| 

- 

j 

- 

- 

- 

| 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

|  — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

f 

- 

1 

1  ~ 

PiJIT  VIII  OF  THU  ACT  (Continued) 
Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 


.to 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding  etc.,  of 
buttons  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

Cosaques, 
Christmas 
stockings  etc 


Textile  weaving 
Lampshades 


Signature 


- 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


/ /  <-v 


Date 


X~  - 


FAC  TORES  ACTS,  lj.$LjboJ^2 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  TEAR  1959  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
PONTEFRACT  TO  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


'  Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, A  an^- 
6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers*  premises 


Total 


I 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

? 

• 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

L 

5 

5  ' 

0 

- 

88 

22 

1 

- 

2 

. 

A 

1 

0 

- 

[  95  j  31 

hi- . J 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  cn  two,  three  or  more 

separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
case  s  ) 


Particulars 

-  .,(1)  ... 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  oases 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refo 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(k) 

rrcd 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

in  which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Aot  (not  including 
offenoes  relating  to 
Out-work) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

— —  —  ■  j 

2  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE)  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 


in. 


Wearing)  Making 
apparel)  etc. 

Cleaning 
and 

Washing 
Household  linen 

Lace,;,  lace  cur 
and  nets 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hangings 

Furnitute  and 
upholstery 

Electro-plate 


File  making 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys  „ 

Umbrellas,  etc.. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents 

Saoks 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

Paper  bags 


PART  VIII  OF  TIC  ACT  (Continued) 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


I 

• 

Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

.  (.1) 

No. of  at- 
vOTkErc  in 
August 
list 

required 

So 

No, of  oases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

..  O)  - 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 
(A) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un  ¬ 
wholes  erne 
premises 

(5) .. 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

-Ml  - 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

Brush  malcing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pea  picking 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Feather  sorting 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cardingetc.,  of 
buttons  etc. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stuffed  toys. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Basket  making 

-  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Cosaques, 
Christmas 
stockings  eto. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Textile  weaving 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lampshades 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

1  "* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Signature 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■A 


■/  <•<. 


Date 
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Medical  Officer's  Section, 
Health  Department, 

Baghill  House, 

Walkergate, 

Pontefract. 

To:-  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  consideration, 
a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of  the  Borough  during  the 
year  1959* 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  dealing  with 
the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough,  Housing  and  the  Inspection 
and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies,  is  complementary  to  this  Report. 

For  your  information,  certain  details  of  the  personal  health 
services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PONTEFRACT  BO  ROU&H 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  -  1959* 


Chairman:  Aid.  B,  Wood. 

Deputy  Chairman:  Gr.  G.E.  Poppleton. 

Aid.  J.  Blackburn.  C.B.E. 

Cr.  R.  Cunningham. 

Aid.  C.  Dyer. 

Cr.  F.A.A.  Gardiner. 

Aid.  T.W.  Hill. 

Cr.  Mrs.  V.  Pritchard. 

Aid.  J.  Rhodes. 

Cr.  W.H.  Street. 

Cr.  J.  Walton.  (Mayor) 


Cr.  C.A.  Wileman. 
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PART  ONE. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  Borough:  4,865  Acres. 

RegistrareG-eneral*  s  estimate  of  civilian  population:  25,810. 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959)  according 

to  rate  books:  7,722. 

Rateable  value:  1959  -  £288,951. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  1959  -  £1,155* 

VITAL  STATISTICS.  (Registrar-General* s  -  Registered  during  the  year). 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1958. 
BIRTHS. 

Live  Births.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate. 

276 

(257) 

255 

(250) 

531 

(507) 

Illegitimate. 

12 

JM 

6 

M 

18 

J20l 

Totals:- 

288 

(271) 

261 

(256) 

549 

(527) 

Birth  rate  per  1000  estimated 

civilian  population: 

-  21.3 

(21.0). 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births:- 

5.26  (  3.79) 

• 

Still  Births. 

Male, 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

6 

(5) 

4 

(4) 

10 

(9) 

Illegitimate. 

- 

'1) 

1 

a) 

1 

(2) 

6 

lil 

1 

in 

11 

mi 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  19.6  (20.4). 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

civilian  population  0.4-2  (0.44). 

DEATHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

All  age  groups. 

160 

(296) 

130 

(216) 

290 

(512) 

Infants  under  one  year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

5 

6 

(4) 

11 

(13) 

Illegitimate. 

(9J 

<A 

■MMM 

L=1 

5 

L 2l 

6 

11 

mi 

MATERNAL  DEATHS.  Nil.  (l) 


Death  Rates 


-  2  - 


General  Rate  per  1,000  population.  11.2 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  20.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births.  20. 71 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births.  Nil. 


Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  Nil. 


(20.4). 

(24.7). 

(25.64). 

(Nil). 

(1.86). 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 
Table:- 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory. 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease. 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Infeotive  &  Parasitio  Diseases. 

2 

mm 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomaoh. 

6 

9 

13 

Lung  Bronchus. 

6 

2 

8 

Breast. 

- 

6 

6 

M  Uterus. 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 

12 

8 

20 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia. 

mm 

1 

1 

Diabetes. 

mm 

3 

3 

VaBcular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

31 

29 

60 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina. 

24 

13 

39 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

10 

3 

13 

Other  heart  disease. 

11 

13 

26 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

3 

2 

7 

Influenza. 

2 

3 

3 

Pneumonia. 

17 

10 

27 

Bronchitis. 

7 

4 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomaoh  &  Duodenum. 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

1 

_ 

1 

Congenital  malformatious. 

_ 

2 

2 

Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases. 

12 

11 

23 

Motor  vehiole  accidents. 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents.  •  • 

2 

4 

6 

Sujoide. 

2 

2 

Totals.  ) 

160 

130  i 

290 

-  3  - 


The  local  death  rate  during  the  past  11  years  is  shown  in  the 
following  Table 


Years, 

1949  -  1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


Death  Rate. 

10.5 

14.7 

16.2 

10.5 

9.2 

9.2 

9.7 

20.4 

11.2 


Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  Table  gives  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year 
1959,  classified  into  age  groups 

TABLE  II. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Age  Groups. 

} 

All  ages 
Under  1  yr. 

Under , 1-2 ; 3-4  1-3 
1  wk. !wks 'wks  mtn 

3-6 

mth 

& 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Prematurity. 

; 

1 - 

( 

1 

l 

i 

r - 

i 

« 

l 

i 

i 

2 

. 

2 

Atelectasis,  and 
Prematurity. 

i 

1 

1  . 

i 

! 

j 

» 

— 

1 

— 

1 

j  Cerebral  haemorrhage 
and  prematurity. 

i 

» 

l 

i 

1 

{ 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

i 

j 

- 

i 

_ 

* 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pulmonary  atelectasis 
and  prematurity. 

i 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 
and  atelectasis. 

i 

— 

M 

” 

“ 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho  pneumonia  - 
Acute  upper  respiratory 
i  infection. 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

Intracranial  damage  - 
precipitate  labour. 

i 

! 

i 

— 

- 

1 

■ 

X 

Infective  Hepatitis 
with  Nephrosis. 

j 

1 

— 

“ 

_ 

1 

- 

1  ! 

Broncho  pneumonia. 

- 

i 

“  | 

1 

- 

1 

— 

1 

i 

i 

• 

« 

i  TOTALS. 

7 

i 

i! 

1 

1 

11 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5 

6 

! 

11 

-  4  - 


COMPARISON  OF  PONTEFRACT  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHEft  WEST  RIDING 
AREAS.  THE  WEST  RIDING  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY.  AND  ENGLAND  AND  wat/ek 


1 

1 

;  Aggregate  ,  West 

Ponte-  West  Rid  Riding 

fract  .  ing  Urban  ;  Admin. 

Borough  :  Districts  '  County 

1  England  & 
Wales  (PrQ. 
visional  | 
figures. 

f 

BIRTH  RATE 

(Per  1,000  estimated 
Population). 

21.3 

[ 

: 

16.1 

16.5 

1 

Kr\ 

\ 

DEATH  RATE 

(Per  1,000  estimated 
Population)  All  causes. 

11.2 

12.4 

f 

} 

11.6 

11.6 

H 

i 

i 

Infective  &  Para.  Dis. 
Excl.  Tub.  but  inol. , 

Syph.  and  other  V. D. 

0.12 

* 

[ 

0.04 

j  0.04 

1 

* 

“i 

1 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory. 

1 

0.12  I  0.08 

1 - 

!  0.07 

- 1 

0.08 

Tuberculosis  Other. 

j 

Nil  '  0.01 

— 

1 

;  0.01 

- - 

0.01 

Tuberculosis  all  forms. 

— - - , - 

0.12  |  0.09 

0.08 

1 

0.09 

Cancer. 

1. 98  j  2. 12 

1.99 

2.14 

1 

Vascular  Lesions 
of  the  nervous  system. 

» 

♦ 

2.32 

1.96 

1.81 

* 

Heart  &  Ciroulatory. 

3.29  '  4.68 

4.31 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

1.78  !  1.53 

1.44 

* 

1 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births. 

Nil  0.41 

I 

0.36 

0.38 

Infant  Mortality. 

20. 0  24-.  0 

24.0 

22.0 

Still  Births  (per 

1,000  live  and  still 
[births). 

< 

1 

19.6  19.7 

j 

20.4  j 

i 

• 

20. 7  ; 

*  Figures  not  available. 


-  5  - 


PART  TWO. 


PREVALENCE  OP  AM)  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIVE  AM)  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


TABLE  IV. 


i 

Disease. 

Jan/ 

Mar. 

I 

1 

Apl/jJul/ 
Jun. |Sep, 

Oct/ 

Dec. 

i 

t 

| 

i 

|  Total 

! 

Deaths 

. 

No.  of 
Cases  1 

Admitted  i 
to  Hosp. 

‘  Scarlet  Fever. 

18 

18 

|  15 

27 

he 

Nil 

1 

34  ! 

.  j 

j 

;  Whooping  Cough. 

1 

n 

»  -  - 

2 

i 

:  46 

ti 

X 

•» 

,  Measles. 

214 

38 

1 

{ 

i  ? 

4 

1 265 

i .  . . -  - 

11 

3  ; 

j  Meningococcal 
Infection. 

! 

i 

i  1 

1 

i 

! 

!  1 

11 

1 

Dysentery. 

5 

1 

i 

i  _ 

16 

i 

17 

tl 

Puerperal 
!  Pyrexia. 

“ 

- 

_ 

i 

!  1 

» 

1 

1 

:  2 

\ 

»» 

i 

1 . ! 

\ 

Pneumonia. 

8 

8 

I 

!  4 

3 

|  23 

it 

1 

1  i 

!  Food  poisoning, 

’ 

-  1  1 

! 

1 

;  2 

11 

; 

1  ! 

I 

|  Erysipelas. 

1 

- 

j  l 

- 

( 

;  2 

II 

1 

-  ! 

.  _  . .  - 

! 

i  Chicken  Pox. 

! 

■ 

4 

■a. 

1  34 

i 

37 

96 

11 

1 

1  j 

TOTALS. 

246 

97 

:  98 

91 

i 

,532 

"l 

59 

Diphtheria. 


No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 
Immunisation. 


335  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  6  over  the  age  of 
5  years  received  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation  against  the 
disease.  In  addition,  44  children  receive  a  reinforcing  injection. 


-  6  - 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the 
Register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

TABLE  V. 


Number  of  cases 
in  Register. 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory. 

Total  in 
Register. 

|  |  il 

M.  1  F.  {  M.  F. 

At  the  commencement 
of  1959. 

115 

85 

18 

- - 

22 

240 

Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1959. 

5 

9 

— 

1 

— 

2 

- - - 

17 

Inward  Transfers. 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Removed  from 

I  Register. 

8 

12 

1 

2 

23  j 

i  Cases  remaining  on 
!  Register  at  the  end  of 
!  1959. 

JH. 

■  1  - 

84 

’  .  L  ^ 

19 

22 

1 

J 

i 

240 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are  given  in  the 
following  Table. 


TABLE  VI. 


Entries  relating  to: 

L- _ 

Respiratory. 

N on-Re spiratory. 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

!  Persons  who  have  died. 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

r 

i  Persons  certified  by 
the  medical  pratitioner 

I  in  attendance  to  have 
recovered. 

2 

5 

1 

1 

i 

i 

9 

j  Revised  diagnosis  - 
i  not  Tuberoulosis. 

1 

1 

i  Persons  who  have 
;  ceased  to  reside 
permanently  in  the 
district. 

4 

6 

10 

TOTALS.  j  9 

12 

1 

2 

23 

In  the  following  Table  new  oases  and  mortality  are  classified 
according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  disease:- 


-  7  - 

TABLE  VII. 


j 

Ages. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

E. 

Under  5 

1 

_ 

mm 

— 

Under  15 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

Under  25 

2 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1  Under  35 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  45 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Under  55 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Under  65 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

j  Over  65 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

:  TOTALS. 

5 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

!  

1 

- 

-  8  - 

National  Aasistanoe  Act. 

Section  47. 

It  was  not  found  neoessary  to  deal  with  any  patients 
under  the  above  aot. 
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Divisional  Staff  at  31»12. 59 


Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

J.F.  Fraser.  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.Obst.,  R.C.  0.G-, 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 

and  School  Medical  Officer . 

G.M.  Mayhall.  F.R.  C.S. ,  L.R.C.P. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
and  School  Medical  Officer . 

J.C.  White.  M.B.,  B.  S. ,  M.R.G.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

Leeds  Regional  Ho spital  Board  -  Visiting  Staff . 

J. V.  Kirkwood.  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

R.W.  L.  Calderwood.  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Oto-Rhino-Laryngologist. 

K. M.  Mayall.  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  F.R.F.P.S. 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 


Miss  E.M.  Atkinson. 
Mrs.  P.M.  Brice. 

Mrs.  B.  Clarke. 

Miss  A.  Elsley. 

Mrs.  M.  Faulkner. 

Miss  B.N.  Kennington. 
Miss  B.K.  Porter. 

Mrs.  M.  K.  Yfelsh. 

Miss  B.  Wright. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors. 


Miss  L.O.I.  Day. 

Mrs.  J.K.  Smith.  (Clinic  Nurse). 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor. 


Mrs.  E.W.  Petch. 

Midwives. 

Mrs.  A.  Atack. 

Mrs.  K.  Berry. 

Miss  R.  C.  Fielder. 

Mrs.  E.  Glover.  (Relief). 
Mrs.  D.  Kelly. 

Mrs.  B.  Lister. 

Miss  C.  Norton. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Randall. 

Miss  C.A.  Roberts. 

Mrs.  J.R.  Wilford. 


Home  Nurses 


Miss  L.  Casey. 

Miss  J.M.  Davis. 

Mrs.  F.  Green. 

Miss  E.  Lumley. 

Mrs.  A.  Pearce. 

Miss  M.  Reading.  (County  Relief). 

Home  Nurse/Midwives. 

Miss  B.M.  Butterworth. 

Miss  D.A,  Sutcliffe. 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker. 


Mrs.  M.  Myers. 

Speech  Therapist. 

Miss  K.  Wade. 

Duly  Authorised  Officer. 

Mr.  G.F.  Townend. 

Clerical  Staff. 

Mr.  W.  Carver  -  Senior  Clerk. 

Mr.  R.  Bailey  -  Deputy  Senior  Clerk. 
Mrs.  M.  Bailey. 

Miss  F. C.  Beresford.  (Sick  loave). 
Miss  K.  Duker. 

Mrs.  E.M.  Slack.  (Part-time). 

Mrs.  T.  Smith. 

Mr.  A.  Sutcliffe. 

Miss  M.  Thorpe. 

Mrs.  C.  Walker. 


INTRODUCTION 


In  this  section  is  given  a  brief  account  of  the  services  provided 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  a  whole,  under  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Services  Act. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area  during 
1959  was  1092,  a  decrease  of  46  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE,  18.4  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  compared  with  19.5  for  the  previous  year  was  well  above 
the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  rate  of  16.5  and  the  England 
and  Wales  birth  rate  of  16.5. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  607,  a  decrease  of  190  compared  with  1958. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1958  the  Register  General  incorrectly 
assigned  many  deaths  which  took  place  in  Headlands  Hospital,  Pontefract, 
to  the  Pontefract  Borough  even  though  the  persons  concerned  had  lived 
elsewhere  before  admission.  This  gave  an  abnormally  high  death  rate 
to  which  I  drew  attention  last  year.  This  error  has  not  been  repeated 
and  the  figures  for  1959  give  a  more  accurate  picture  of  the  situation. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  10.3  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  13.6  for  the  previous  year. 

The  West  Riding  Administrative  area  is  11.6  and  England  and  Wales  11.6. 

Infant  Mortality. 

In  1959  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  36. 

The  infant  mortality  was  33*0  as  against  23.7  in  the  previous  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  naternal  deaths  in  the  Divisional  area  during  the 

year. 


MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES . 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

0  the  1094  notified  live  births,  462  were  delivered  by  domiciliary 
midwives,  the  private  doctors  being  present  in  43  of  these  cases. 

Notifications. 


The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
practicing  in  the  Division: - 

Death  of  Mother. 

Death  of  Child. 

Still  Births. 

Artificial  Feeding. 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection. 

Medical  Assistance. 

Medical  Aid  notices  sent  in  by  midwives  during  1958  numbered  116, 
&H  of  these  being  domiciliary. 


1 

2 

66 

5 


G-aa  and  Air  Analgesia. 


A~i  i  the  domiciliary  midwives  held  the  certificate  in  gas  and  air 
analgesia  administration  and  were  equipped  with  the  neoessary  apparatus. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  only  was  given  in  76  cases.  Pethidine  only 
was  given  in  81  cases,  and  gas  and  air  and  pethidine  was  given  in  220  cases. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

t  •  , 

There  are  four  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Division  which  are  held  at 
Pontefract,  Featherstone,  Knottingley  and  Ferrybridge,  and  during  the  year 
455  patients  attended,  of  which  298  were  new  patients.  The  total  number 
of  attendances  was  2,576.  120  patients  were  examined  post-natally  during  the 

year. 

Relaxation  Classes. 

Relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  held  at  the  Pontefraot, 
Featherstone  and  Knottingley  olinics. 

These  have  continued  to  be  well  attended  and  the  number  of  attendances 
at  these  clinics  during  the  year  was  347.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  running  these  classes  at  Pontefract  due  to  the  shortage  of  midwifery 
staff.  The  staffing  position  has  now  improved  and  this  difficulty 
should  not  continue. 


Institutional  Midwifery. 

Patients  from  this  Division  are  admitted  to  either  the  Castleford 
Maternity  Home  or  to  the  Southnoor  Maternity  Unit,  Hemsworth. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  regarding  maternity  aooommodation 
although  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  secure  admission  to  the 
hospital  of  the  patient's  choioe.  Due  to  travelling  difficulties  there 
is  a  preference  for  the  Castleford  Maternity  Home,  although  our  allocat¬ 
ion  of  beds  is  much  smaller  than  at  Southmoor. 


CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  are  County  owned  clinios  at  Pontefract,  Featherstone  and 
Knottingley. 

Our  new  Pontefract  Clinic  continues  to  be  admired  and  appreciated 
by  patients  and  staff. 

It  is  hoped  to  make  several  improvements  at  the  Knottingley  Clinic 
in  I960,  including  new  entrance,  pram  shelter  and  toilet  facilities. 

The  following  proprietory  preparations  were  available  at  oost 
price  to  all  women  attending  at  the  olinics 


Ostermilk 
Trufood 
Oval tine 
Cow  &  G-ate 
Horlicks 
Gluoose  * D* 
Minadex 
Lactagol 
Be  max 
Cerex 

Trufood  Cereal 


Virol 
Maltoline 
Scott s  Twin  Paok 
Farex 

Robinson's  G-roats. 

Robinson's  Patent  Barley. 

Colact 

Robrex 

Rob  soup 

Bovril  Weaning  Food 
Rob oleine 


The  annual  turnover  of  baby  foods  etc.,  is  approximately  £5»000. 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge 

I.C.D.  Tablets  Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 

Viteolin  Tablets  A  &  D  Liquid 

Vitamin  * C 1  Lactation  Tablets 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary 
Committees  at  the  clinic.s  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during 
the  year. 

Premature  Babies. 

During  the  year  69  babies  weighing  5^  lbs  or  less  were  born 
in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the 
Division,  and  30  were  bora  at  home. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Medical  Inspections. 

The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age  groups,  i.e. 
the  entrants  (3  years  +)  second  age  group  (7  years  +)  intermediate 
years  (10  years  +)  and  leavers  (14  years  +)  continued  throughout  the 
year  at  the  36  schools  in  the  division. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who,  at  previous  periodic  or  special 
examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects,  were  made  at  each  school 
medical  inspection.  During  the  year  3936  periodic  inspections  were 
carried  out.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  school  population  is 
approximately  11,000,  it  will  be  realised  that  over  half  of  all 
children  at  school  were  examined  at  one  time  or  another  during  the 
year. 


Ceneral  Condition  of  Children. 

All  pupils  at  routine  medical  inspections  are  classified  as  to 
their  general  condition  at  the  time  of  examination  and  95.86J&  were 
classified  as  satisfactory  and  only  A»1 4%  as  unsatisfactory. 

Uncleanliness. 

During  the  year  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  made  16,346 
examinations  of  children  in  schools.  Of  these  323  individual  children 
were  found  to  be  infested. 


SPECIAL  CLINICS. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

During  the  year  Dr.  J.V.  Kirkwood  took  over  responsibility  from 
Dr.  R, L.  Wood  for  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic.  During  the  year  1645 
children  were  examined.  Of  these  588  were  prescribed  glasses. 

Ears,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

Mr.  K.M.  Mayall  holds  fortnightly  sessions  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
Pontefract,  for  children  from  this  Division.  During  the  year  Mr. 
Mayall  held  22  sessions  and  saw  152  children.  In  all,  the  children 
made  255  attendances. 


HOME  NURSING-. 


During  the  year,  22,476  visits  were  paid  by  hone  nurses  compared 
with  26,627  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  oases  attended  and  visits  made  are  shown  below:— 


» 

> 

1 

Classification. 

No.  of  Cases  1 
attended  by 
Home  nurses 
during  year. 

No.  of  visits 
paid  by  Hone 
nurses  during 
year. 

(l)  Medical.  1  6l6 

18,016 

_ _ j 

(2)  Surgical. 

180 

3,732 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases.  j 

1 

10 

(4)  Tuberculosis. 

14 

625 

(5)  Maternal  complications. 

7 

93 

TOTALS : - 

818 

22,476 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  were  aged  65  or  over  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 
during  the  year. 

• 

473 

17,031 

Children  inclided  in  above 
who  were  under  5  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  first 
visit  during  the  year. 

39 

326 

i 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  have  had  more  than  24 
visits  during  the  year. 

218 

1 

1 

16,958  j 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946.  Section  29  of  the  Act  stipulates  the  class  of  case  for 
which  provision  of  a  Hone  Help  oan  be  made.  These  are  as  follows:— 


(a) 

Ill. 

(d) 

Expectant  Mother. 

00 

Lying- ir 

(e) 

Mental  Defective. 

(0) 

Aged. 

(f) 

A  child  not  over 

compulsory  school  age. 

Before  a  Home  Help  can  be  provided,  a  form  of  application  must 
be  signed  by  the  Head  of  the  household  on  which  he  undertakes  either 
to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  service,  or  to  give  a  statement  of  his 
income  and  agree  t  o  pay  the  assessed  charge  according  to  the  County 
Council  scheme. 

Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Hone  Help  be  used  as  a  sitter— in  and 
the  amount  of  assistance  whioh  a  patient  is  granted  is  related  strictly 
to  the  amount  of  domestic  work  which  is  required  to  be  done. 


The  authorised  establishment  of*  home  helps  in  this  Division  was  ?)\ . 
Authorised  Divisional  Establishment. 


(i)  Basic.  24. 

(ii)  From  reserve. 

(iii)  TOTAL.  24. 

No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1939 • 


(i)  Whole-time.  Nil. 

(ii)  Part-time.  40. 

(iii)  TOTAL.  40. 


Cases  provided  with  Domestic  help  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December.  1959* 


(i)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers). 

(ii)  Tuberculosis. 

(iii)  Chronic  Sick  -  (a)  aged  65+ 

(b)  under  65 

(iv)  Others. 


TOTALS 

Number  of  Home  Helps  that  could  have  been  employed  full-time.  24.4. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 

The  mental  health  work  in  the  division  consists  mainly  of  the 
supervision  of  defectives  under  Voluntary  and  Statutory  Supervision,  and 
in  the  provision  of  reports  on  home  conditions  to  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  The  new  centre  opened  at  Kershaw  Avenue,  Airedale  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  A  special  bus  is  hired  to  convey  children  from 
Featherstone,  Pontefract  and  Knottingley  to  and  from  the  Centre. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  FOR  SUPERANNUATION 

PURPOSES. 

New  entrants  to  the  County  Council  service  are  required  to 
undergo  a  medical  examination  to  see  if  they  are  suitable  for  admission 
to  the  Superannuation  Scheme,  and  during  the  year  I  examined  38 
candidates.  In  addition,  2  members  of  the  County  Staff  resident  in 
"k  ®  Divisional  area  who  had  been  off  duty  through  sickness  for  a  consider- 
abie  period  were  examined  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  were  incapable 
of  continuing  employment  by  reason  of  permanent  ill-health. 


No.  of 

Hours 

cases. 

employed, 

35 

3557 

6 

1218 

290 

44953 

49 

6163 

400 

55891 

7  • 
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Borough  of  Pontefract 


Annual  Report 


of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  th e  H c al thC omm ittee 


Mrs.  Pritchard  end  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  this  my  Twenty-second 
Annual  Report  in  which  are  given  facts  and  figures  relating  to  the 
severaP.  activities  of  the  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1959.  In  this  Preface  I  comment  briefly  on  major 
aspects  of  the  work. 

Under  the  three  main  headings  of  the.  Report  -  Housing,  Control 
of  Food  Supplies,  and  Air  Pollution  -  there  is  again  much  of 
interest  to  report.  The  routine  work  of  securing  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  property  has  continued  and  increased  use  has  been 
made  of  the  grants  available  for  the  improvement  of  sub-standard 
dwellings.  Slum  Clearance  activity  gained  momentum  and,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  the  Council's  programme,  providing  for  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  200  unfit  houses  by  the  end  of  1960,  is  very  nearly 
completed ,  and  a  further  programme  of  112  houses  has  been  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  It  is  particu¬ 
larly  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  55  houses  in  the 
Grovetown  area,  known  by  the  late  inhabitants  as  'the  village'  are 
now  vacated  and  awaiting  demolition.  These  families  have  aw sited 
with  commendable  patience  their  removal  to  the  'new  village'  at 
Carleton  Park  and  we  trust  that  they  will  establish  an  equally 
happy  community  spirit  in  their  new  neighbourhood. 

Air  Pollution  has  been  very  much  in  the  news  during  the  year 
under  review.  I  have  previous?. y  expressed  the  opinion  that  any 
substantial  reduction  in  air  pol'ution  in  the  Borough  can  be 
achieved  only  by  means  of  an  attack  on  the  domestic  front.  Such 
an  attack  can  be  made  successfully  only  by  the  establishment  of 
smoke_  control  areas,  and  during  the  year  detailed  work  for  the 
establishment  of  Pontefract'  3  first  smoke  control  area  was  carried 
out.  A  five-year  programme  for  further  areas  comprising  some 
2,000  dwellings  was  also  prepared  in  response  to  the  Government's 
request  for  such  a.  programme  from  'Black  Area'  authorities,  and  it 
was  envisaged  that  the  who'' e  of  the  Borough  would  be  covered  within 
twenty  ye  rs.  In  compliance  with  a  byelaw  made  by  the  Council  in 
1957  all  new  houses  -  some  740  of  them  to  the  date  of  writing  - 
contain  a  full  complement  of  '  .smokeless'  appliances,  but  the  occu¬ 
piers  are  under  no  oblig  tion  to  use  smokeless ' fue1- s  on  them  unless 
- nd  until  the  houses  are  included  in  smoke . control  areas. 

Many  occupiers  of  sue.1.'!,  houses  -  and  of  older  houses  which  have 
been  made  smokeless  -  do  not  take  full  advantage  of  the  modern 
appliances  installed.  Members  of  the  mining  community  must  live 
in  a  smoke  control  area  before  they  qualify  for  the  £3  a  ton 
'compensation'  when  forfeiting  their  supply  of  concessionary  coal. 
One  can,  therefore,  sympathise  with  their  reluctance  to  throw  away 
this  concession^  but  it  ir  suggested  that  occupiers  not  connected 
with  mining  could  give  smokeless  fuels  a  fair  trial  and  discuss 
problems  or  criticisms  with  the  Department. 

I  think  it  is  distinctly  to  the  credit  of  the  Council  that, 
as  a  health  authority  in  a  toi  n  where  coal  plays  such  a  vital  role 
in  its  economy,  they  are  prepared  to  take  the  bold  line.  This 
becomes  possible  when  it  is  appreciated  that  clean  air  is  not 
incompatible  with  a  thriving  mining  industry;  coal  is  our  most 
v  aluab,le  raw  material,  and  it  is  on"  y  its  wrongful  use  that  is  in 
question . 
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Food  inspection  and  supervision  have  again  claimed  much  of  the 
Department' s  time.  The  foods  most  likely  to  be  a  source  of  danger 
to  health  unless  adequately  controlled  -  meat  and  milk  and  certain^ 
of  their  products  -  v.7ere  given  routine  attention.  All  food  animals 
g3_  3.u  ^htered  in  the  Borou'h  were  given  post— mortem  examinat. on,  which 
despite  the  very  high  standard  of  meat  dressed  in  the  Borough, 
resulted  in  the  condemnation  of  more  than  4  tons  of  diseased  meat. 
Slaughtering  was  centralised  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse,  which 
was  again  used  to  capacity  5  and  unfit  moat  was  disposed  of  with  due 
regard  for  public  safety.'  The  Report  outlines  measures  taken  to_ 
safeguard  the  milk  supply  and  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  all 
milk' sold  in  the  Borough  is  bottled  and  sold  under  special  desig¬ 
nation.  Under  an  Order  made  by  the  Ministers  of  Agriculture  and 
Health  the  Borough  is  in  a  Specified  Area  in  which  it  is  an  offence 
to  retail  milk  without  the  use  of  one  of  the  special  designations: 
’Tuberculin  Tested’ ,  'Pasteurised’  or  ’Sterilised’. 

The  hygienic  handling  of  food  in  shops  and  factories  has  been 
given  as  much  time  as  prec tic  able .  More  time  could  have  been 
usefully  spent  on  this  work,  but  v; as  not  found  possible  because  of 
pressing  calls  in  other  sections  of  the  Department.  I  still  feel 
that  a  greater  measure  of  self  he" p  by  the  shopping  public  could 
produce  consistently  higher  standards  in  food  handling  practices 
in  some  shops.  If  disatisfied  with  the  standard  in  a  particular 
shop  a  customer  has  the  remedy  in  his  own  hands.  Having  said 
this  it  would  be  unfair  were  I  not  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  efforts  made  by  most  food  traders  in  the  town  to  meet  in 
full  measure  the  standards  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


In  February,  1959,  the  Counci.'  received  the  Government 
Slaughterhouse  (Reports)  Direction  requiring  the  submission  before 
November,  I960,  of"  a  report  reviewing  the  existing  and  future 
requirements  of  the  Borough  for  slaughterhouse  facilities.  This 
Reoort  h.iS  been  drafted  and  ’u1!  be  submitted  to  .he  3^ proprj.ate 
Ministry  in  due  course.  It  provides  for  the  erection  of  a  pub„ic 
slaughterhouse  of  modern  design  and  fitted  with  the  _atest 
mechanical  aids  to  facilitate  slaughter  in  the  moot  hygienic , 
humane  and  inoffensive  manner. 


During  1999,  381  specimens  or  samples  were  submitted  to 
bacteriological  or  chemical  laboratories  in  the  course  of  the . 
Department’ s  duties.  These  included  water  supplies  for  chemical 
composition  and  bacterial  condition,  sr.vinming  bath  waters  for 
bacterial  condition,  and  deposit  gauge  contents  ..or  atmospheric 
pollution  investigation,  milks  for  presence  of  tuberculosis,  heat- 
treated  milks  -  pasteurised  and  sterilised  -  for  efficiency  of 
treatment,  milks  and  milk  containers  for  cleaii -iness ,  ice-cream 
for  bacteria"1,  grading,  specimens  for  confirmation  Ox  mea^ 
inspection  opinions,  for  food  poisoning  organisms,  etc .  ,  «Jtd 
samples  of  filling  materials  taken  under  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 


PART  A 


3AHIT ARY  G IRUUMoT ANCjS 


Water  Supply 


A  sufficient  and  constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  was 
distributee.  throughout  the  district  by  the  Corporation  during  the 
year;  the  supply  for  domestic  use  being  of  the  order  of  30  gallons 
per  head  per  day.  The  supply  was  sampled  regular' y  both  for 
chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination.  27  samples  of 
chlorinated  water  going  into  supply  were  submitted  to  bacteriolo¬ 
gical  examination,  and  all  were  reported  upon  as  Glass  1  waters, 
lwenty-iour  samples  of  waters  taken  from  source,  before  chlorination, 
were  classified  as  indicated  in  Table  1. 

Table  1.  Bacteriological  Classification  of  Waters 


Source  of 
raw  w at er 

Ho.  of  samples  falling  into 
the  classes  named  - 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Class  1 

Class  2  j  Class  3 

 . .  | 

Class  4 

L 

Heck 

9 

l - 

! 

* - 

- - - - - 

9 

Roall 

9 

- 

j 

- 

9 

Sggbo rough 

6 

1 

1 

.  ■  .....!  - 

6 

The  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  waters  are 
given  as  the  number  of  coniform  organisms  per  100  milli? itres  of 
the  water,  and  the  standard  set  by  the  ministry  of  Health  for  non- 
chlorinated  piped  supplies  is  as  follows: 


-Peso  riot  ion 

Highly  satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Suspic  ious 
Unsatisfactory 

Throughout  the  year  at  least  50'  of  the  samples  taken  should 
fa,.x  into  Glass  1;  8 Op  should  not  fal  below  Class  2,  nor  the 
remainder  below  Class  3.  Table  2  sets  out  the  standard  reached  by 
uncn  mi  in  -  tea  v?aters  sampled  from  the  respective  sources,  as  given 
in  Table  1. 


Class  ho.  Presumptive  coli  count 

1  Less  than  1 

2  1-2 

3  3  -  10 

4  More  than  10 


Comparison  of  aters  with  Prescribed  Standard 


%  of  Samples 
failing  into  - 

Prescribed 

Sources  of  Supply 

Standard 

% 

Keck 

% 

Ro  a-’  1 

ct 

Eggbo ro ’ 
% 

Class  1 

Not  less 
than  50 

r  - 

100 

v— — —  -  - 

100 

100 

Classes  1  &  2 

Hot  less 
than  80 

100 

100 

100 

Class  3 

Not  more 
than  20 

_ 

Class  4 

0 

- - 

- 

— 

5  - 


Fourteen  samples  (including  at  least  three  taken  direct  from 
each  of  the  principal  sources)  were  submitted  to  chemical  analysis 
and  reported  upon  as  being  of  good  organic  quality. 

All  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  public 
supply . 


Public  Swimming  Baths  -  Bacteria"  Control  of  '.7g.ter 

The  tv/o  SY/imming  baths  (adults'  end  children’s  indoor  baths) 
are  fi’ ned  at  the  beginning  02  each  season  from  the  public  supp'y, 
and  operate  on  the  continuous  filtration  system  with  sterilisation 
by  ch? orination.  Samnles  were  taken  weekly  to  ensure  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  satisfactory  conditions.  96  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  chemical'  tests  were  made  on  each 
sampling  occasion  to  ascertain  'free  chlorine'  content  and  alka¬ 
linity.  The  results,  given  in  Table  3  along  with  the  respective 
standards  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  indicate  that 
apart  from  one  ssnp1  ing,  v/hen  the  chlorine  cylinder  gave  out 
unexpectedly,  a  nigh  standard  was  maintained. 


Table  3.  ov/imming  Baths  haters:  Results  of  Examinations 


- — — - 

Standard 
recommended 
by  Hiristry 
of  health 

Results  from  Baths 

Large 

Swim 

Small 

Swim 

l.o.  of  samples  taken 

48 

48 

do  .  of  samples  containing 
co’  iform  oigar.isms  in 

100  ml.  water 

0 

2* 

Percentage  of  number  of 
ssmplr3  submitted  to 
plate  count,  and  con¬ 
taining  in  1  ml.  water  - 

(a)  0-10  colonies 

not  less 
th-n  75a 

96f- 

96V 

(b)  11  -  100  colonies 

not  more 
than  25f- 

0% 

Of. 

(c)  over  ..00  colonies 

a 

4fo* 

Percentage  of  number  of 
tests  for  residucT- 
clilorino  content 
s. lowing  - 

(a)  less  th  .n  0.2  ppm 

0 

4V 

41 

(b)  0.2  ppm  or  more 

100,. 

96? 

96< 

Percr.i.tage  of  number  of 
tests  for  pH  value 
(a  kalinity)  - 

(a)  between  7.2  ana  3.0 

10a 

100% 

100# 

(b)  outside  these  imitr 

a 

0? 

o;° 

_ 

*  Samples  taken  when  there  was  no  chlorine  dosage. 


Genera?-  Sanitation 

The  Borough  is  well  sewered,  there  being  less  than  100 
properties  not  served  by  &  public  sewer;  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  this  figure  will  be  halved  when  schemes  approved  by  the 
Council  ha.ve  been  completed.  Ten  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
served  by  private  dispose.  .  plants,  84  by  cesspools,  and  the 
remainder,  representing  almost  99/  of  the  total,  are  connected 
to  pub  i.ic  sewerage .  tan  it  ary  accommodation  of  the  conservancy 
type  exists  at  only  12  houses  and  at  5  other  properties. 

Air  premises  in  the  Borough  at  which  domestic  refuse  is 
produced  are  served  by  metal  dustbins  of  standard  specification. 
The  Corporation  have  not  adopted  a  Runic i pal  Bin  8 c heme  of  the 
type  envisaged  by  section  75(3)  of  the  .Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Replacements  are  required  by  notice  pursuant  to  subsection  1  of 
this  section,  as  amended  by  jection  69  of  the  'lest  Riding  County 
council  (General  Rowers)  Act,  1951?  served  on  the  owner  or  the 
occupier  of  the  property  as  required  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
c  ase. 


Apc*rt  from  the  salvaging  of  paper  and  metal  all  refuse 
collected  by  the  Corporation  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 


Offensive  Trades 


Offensive  trades  within  the  meaning  of  section  107(1) (i)  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  are  carried  on  at  two  premises  in 
the  Borough,  the  trades  concerned  being  those  of  bone  boiler,  fat 
extractor,  fat  melter,  tel"1  monger,  glue-malcer,  size  maker,  and 
tripe-boiler.  A  further  trade  carried  on  is  that  of  concentration 
and  sterilisation  of  vegetab.  e  and  animal  waste,  declared  by  the 
Council  to  be  an  offensive  tra.de  pursuant  to  their  powers  under 
paragraph  (ii)(b)  of  the  sub-section. 

The  Corporation  have  taken  all  reasonably  practicable  measures 
to  control  these  oifensive  trades;  a  sub— committee  was  appointed 
to  ceai  wi oh out  de  _ ay  with  any  statutory  nuisance  which  arose" 
premises  concerned  were  inspected  regu.  ar"y,  and  an  immediate 
investigation  followed  any  complaint.  The  managements  concerned 
are  anxious  not  to  cause  offence,  and  have  endeavoured  to  onerate 
accordingly. 

'hen  troub?.e  does  occur  it  must  be  remembered  that  they 
often  have  to  dea?  with  materia?  which  is  offensive  on  arrival 
at  tneir  factory.  If  the  best  practicable  means  are  taken  for 
preventing  nuisance  in  such  ca  es,  apart  from  moving  the  business 
to  some  isolated  place  in  the  countryside,  no  one  can  do  more. 


F ac t o ri a s ,  ./ o rkpl ace  j  and  Chous 

The  term  ’factory*  as  used  in  the  Factories  Act,  "  937, 
includes  a' 1  premises  where  articles  are  made,  altered  or 
repaired  for  purpose  of  gain,  and  I  append  a  list  of  the  different 
trades  carried  on  in  the  premises  registered  as  factories 

Box-  an  d  p  ac 1  :ir ;  m  at  e  r i  a? . 

m anuf ac  tu  re 
Brush  making 
Bui' ding 

C  e tt?.e  food  manufacture 
C  othes  manufacture 
Coal-gas  distribution 


Aut omo bile  e ng  in  e  er  i ng 
Baking 

Barley  processing 
Beer  and  mineral  water 
bottling 
B? acksmithery 
Boot  repairing 
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Fat  refining 

Fellmongering 

Founding 

Furniture  manufacture 
and  polisning 
Glue  and  size  making 
Grain  and  seed  processing 
Laundering 

Liquorice  confectionery 
manufacture  and  packing 
Halting 


Milk  pasteurisation 

Monumental  masonry 

Photography 

Printing 

Saddlery 

Sawmill 

Tailoring 

Tinsnithery 

Upholstering 

Vhitesmithery 

.'ire  goods  manufacture 


The  register  of  Factories  kept  by  the  Council  pursuant  to 
section  8(3)  of  the  Act  contains  particulars  of  93  factories,  and 
Table  4  gives  information  re  ating  to  inspections,  notices  and 
defects  found  and  remedied. 


Table  4.  Factories  Records  -  1939 


dumber 

on 

Register 


(1)  Factories  without 
mechanical  power 
(sections  1  to  4 
and  6  and  7  of  the 
Act  enforced  by 
local  autnorities) 

(2)  Factories  with 
mechanical  power 
(section  7  enforced 
by  local  authorities) 


88 


Total  factories  93 

i 

(3)  Other  premises 

(section  7  enforced 
by  local  authorities)  2 


Totals 


95 


Inspect¬ 

ions 

made 

Number  of  ! 
written 
notices 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

5 

0 

0 

0 

22 

1 

2 

2 

4 — - - - - 

27 

i  1 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

31 

1 

i 

2 

i 

2 

re 

29 


The  provisions  of  section 
ating  to  means  of  escape  in 
of  the  93  factories 


in 


34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
case  of  fire,  app' y  in  the  case  of 
_  .....  _  the  Borough.  The  several  occupiers  of 

tne3e  premises  hold  certificates  granted  by  the  Council  indicating 
that  the  means  provided  are  satisfactory. 

The  term  ’workplace’  as  used  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  3  936 
comprises  offices,  restaurant  kitchens  and  various  other  premises 
in  'which  persons  are  empoyed;  but  excludes  factories  and  (ex  ep 
for  1  ov  ere  row  ding1  purposes)  shops  to  which  the  ohops  **ct,  -95  » 
apolies.  Routine  inspection  of  these  premises  was  not  made,  but 
when  unsat isfactory  conditions  came  to  notice  the  requisi  e 
remedial  measures  were  taken. 

The  term  ’shop1  includes  warehouses  used  in  correction  with 
wholesale  or  retail  trade,  refreshment  houses,  lending  libraries 
and  hairdressing  establishments.  There  are  426  shop  premises  on 
the  Register,  and  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  applies  to  some  two  th  r 
of  these  44  visits  for  the  investigation  of  welfare  arrangements 
were  made  in  1959.  In  no  cases  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
statutory'  procedure  to  secure  the  remedy  oi  defects. 
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Air  Pollution 


The  industrial  smoke  problem  in  the  Borough  is  wel"1  under 
control,  the  immediate  concern  ot  the  Department  being  a  minority 
of  factories  where  special  difficulties  arise,  and  where  the  least 
carelessness  in  the  operation  of  plant  will  result  in  excessive 
smoke  emission.  The  introduction  of  an  audible  alarm  at  one  factory, 
where  nuisance  rose  from  time  to  time,  has  reduced  emission  in  this 
case,  fee t ion  3  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  requires  a?.  I  new  furnaces 
to  be,  so  far  as  practicable,  capable  of  being  operated  continuously 
without  emitting  smoke,  and  to  enable  the  local-  authority  to  check 
this,  notice  of  installation  must  be  given  to  them.  Notices 
relating  to  four  such  furnaces  were  given  during  the  year. 


The  emission  of  smoke  from 
necessarily  an  offence  under  th; 
(Permitted  Periods)  Regulations 
ten  minutes  in  the  aggregate  of 
normally  there  can  be  little 
tions  are  complied  with. 


an  industrial  chimney  is  not 
:  Clean  Air  Act.  The  Dark  Smoke 
allow  emissions  of  dark  smoke  for 
any  period  of  eight  hours;  but 
ause  for  complaint  if  these  Regula- 


In  January  1959. the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
asked  local  authorities  in  'black  areas'  to  consider  their  domestic 
smoke  problem  as  a  whole  and  to  decide  on  the  number  of  !smoke  control- 
orders  needed,  the  order. of  priority  in  which  they  should  be  made, 
and  the  number  of  years  it  would  be  likely  to  take  to  finish  them. 
Authoi ities  were  aiso  asked  to  prepare  a  phased  programme  for  estab¬ 
lishing  smoke  control  areas  over  the  first  five  years,  1959  to  1963. 
In  due  couise  the  council,  submitted  to  the  Minister  their  programme 
for  the  five  year  periods  it  contained  six  areas  comprising  2,000 
houses.  It  was  considered  that  some  25  Orders  in  all  would  be 
nec  essary  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  Borough  5  that  the  work  would 
take  20  years  to  complete 5  and  that  order  of  priority  after  the 
first  five  years  could  not  be  decided  until  later  -  probably  after 
the  problem  of  the  mine  workers'  concessionary  coal  had  been  solved. 


In  this  fifth  year  ot  the  Clean  Air  Act  there  are  clear  indica¬ 
tions,  botn  nationally  and  locally,  that  informed  opinion  has  largely 
accepted  uhe  implications  of  the  Act.  Many  people,  however,  have 
still  no  true  appreciation  of  the  subject.  Some  fail  to  see  the 
need  for  a  cleaner  atmosphere,  and  some  fear  its  consequences,  with 
this  in  mind  the  Corporation  held  an  Exhibition  in  February  of  the 
year  under  review;  for  five  days,  in  co-operation  with  the  Rest 
Riding  Clean  Air  Advisory  Council,  they  gave  information  about  the 
problems  involved,  about  the  menace  of  a  polluted  atmosphere  and 
the.  ays  in  which  pollution  can  be  reduced.  To  advertise  the 
Exhibition  an  eight-page  folder  ’was  delivered  to  householders 
throughout  the  Borough,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  local 
press,  doable-page  puolicity  was  given  in  the  week  before  the 


opening 


There  could  be 


adi 


iult  inhabitants  who  were  not  reached 
by  at  least  one  of  the  several  media  used.  The  publicity  was 
designed  not  only  to  advertise  the  exhibition  but  to  interest  in 
the. subject  of  clean  air  those  who  were  unlikely  to  attend.  Thus 
during  the  period  of  the  exhibition  there  would  be  few  adults  who 
did  not  learn  something  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  cleaning 
up  the  atmosphere. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  were  not  reference  made  to  the 
improvements  being  effected  by  British  Railways.  I  hope  to  be  in 
a  position. to  write  in  more  detail  in  my  next  report  on  the 
reduction  in  pol  usion  from  railway  sources  brought  about  by  their 
introduction  and  increasing  use  of  the  diesel  engine.  I  wish  one 
could  be  equally  satisfied  about  road  transport.  The  exhausts  of 
diesel- engined  road  vehicles  which  are  not  properly  maintained  can 
emit  large  amounts  0+.  unnecessary  smoke.  This  is  not  a  problem 
for  the  Council,  v/ho  have  no  power  to  deal  with  it;  but  people  so 
often  Call  my  attention  to  it  that  I  feel  it  needs  mentioning  here. 
Heavy  transport  is. the  main  offender  and  the  attention  of  the 
appropriate  authority  has  been  drawn  to  the  matter. 
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PART  3 


HUU  >IIrG 


General  Conditions  and  Overcrow jing 

Since  post-war  house-building  began,  2,685  dwellings  have  been 
erected  in  the  Borough,  232  of  these  during  the  year  under  review, 
as  detailed  in  Table  5. 

Table  5.  New  Housing  Progress  1946  -  1959 


1 

No.  of 

dwe/  ings  provided 

- 

Y  ear 

By  the  Corporation 

1 

By  Private 

By  Housing 

Total 

Enterprise 

Association 

1 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Total. 

1946 

0 

60 

60 

23 

83 

1947 

164 

164 

29 

193 

1948 

169 

169 

25 

194 

1949 

137 

137 

13 

152 

1950 

104 

3 

107 

13 

120 

1951 

86 

86 

10 

96 

1952 

106 

106 

13 

119 

1953 

107 

107 

23 

178 

308 

1954 

75 

75 

42 

536 

653 

1955 

31 

31 

57 

88 

1956 

29 

29 

80 

109 

1957 

92 

92 

78 

170 

1958 

36 

36 

132 

168 

1959 

66 

66 

166 

232 

Total 

1,202 

63 

— 

1,265 

706 

714 

2,685 

In  Table  6  the  numbers  of  permanent  houses  built  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  over  the  twelve  years  1947-58  are  grouped  into  triennial  periods, 
and  the  1959  figure  is  given  for  comparison. 

Table  6.  Corporation  House-building,  1947  -  1959 


Period 

! * 0 .  of  houses 
built  by 
Corporation 

Yearly 

Average 

1947-49 

470 

157 

1950-52 

296 

99 

1953-55 

213 

71 

1956-58 

157 

52 

1959 

66 

66 

Total 

1,202 

92 

At  the  end  of  1959  there  remained  some  450  applicants  for 
Corporation  houses  who  were  "'iving  in  lodgings;  in  addition  310 
tenants  in  the  Borough  were  seeking  Corporation  houses;  and  these 
figures  do  not  include  240  applicants  for  elderly  persons  dwellings, 
30"  of  which  applicants  are  living  in  lodgings.  The  74  units  already 
provided  for  eider] y  persons  are  clearly  inadequate  to  the  needs  of 
the  town.  Apart  from  the  direct  advantages  to  be  gained,  much 
under-occupation  of  existing  houses  could  be  avoided  by  further 
provision  for  the  elder  y. 
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In  this  Report  ' statutory  overcrowding'  means  the  gross  state 
of  overcrowding  which  constitutes  an  offence  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1957.  Such  overcrowding  occurs  when  the  number  of  persons 
sleeping  in  a  house  exceeds  the  'permitted  number'  of  persons  as 
given  in  the  rent  book.  The  number  of  known  cases  of  statutory 
overcrowding  has  been  reduced  during  the  year;  2  new  cases  of 
overcrowding  were  added  to  the  register  end  1  was  removed  conse¬ 
quent  upon  abatement.  The  numbers  of  cases  found  and  abated 
during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  Table  7. 


Table  7.  Incidence  and  Abatement  of  Statutory  Overcrowding 


No.  of  cases 

Year 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1953 

1959 

On  register  at  beginning 

of  year 

10 

7 

4 

5 

2 

Added  to  register  during 
the  year 

3 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Abated  during  the  year 

6 

5 

1 

8 

1* 

On  register  at  end  of 

year 

7 

4 

5 

2 

*  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  this  case;  11 
**  No.  of  families  living  in  these  dwellings;  5  (30  persons) 


There  are,  however,  many  cases  which  although  not  statutorily 
overcrowded  are  clearly  in  need  of  more  accommodation.  The 
' statutory  standard' ,  first  set  in  1935,  would  seem  to  be  due  for 
revision. 


Inspection,  Ren air  and  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses 

Particulars  of  the  Department' s  housing  activities  are  summa¬ 
rised  below; 

1.  Inspection  of  houses  - 


U)(a) 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
•or  Housing  Acts) 

268 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  in  this 
connection  (initial  inspections, 
re-visits,  works  in  progress,  etc.) 

1,127 

(2) 

Number  of  houses  (included  above) 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Conso'1  idated  Regula  tions 

108 

(3) 

Houses  needing  further  action; 

(a) 

Number  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

89 

(b) 

Number  (excluding  the  above) 

considered  to  be  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit 


179 


2.  Remed  o±  defective  conditions  - 

(1)  Houses  m? de  fit  or  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a  re  u  t  of  informal  action 

(2)  Houses  in  r^s^ect  of  which  forma,  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs: 

(l.)  Housing  Act 

(b)  Public  Health  Act 

(3)  Houses  rendered  fit,  or  in  which  defects 
wore  remedied  as  a  result  of  forms!  action: 

(a)  Housing  Act 

(b)  Public  Health  Act 

3.  Clearance,  etc.  of  houses  - 

(1)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  Clearance  Areas; 

(a)  Humber  of  new  clearance  areas  declared 

(b)  Fun  be r  of  houses  involved 

(c)  Number  of  families  displaced 

(d)  Number  of  persons  involved 

(e)  Number  of  houses  .in  c?.earance  areas) 
demolished 

'  (2)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  Individual 

Unfit  Houses: 

(a)  1  umber  represented 

(b)  Number  of  housed  in  respect  of  which  - 

(i)  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(ii)  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(iii)  Undertakings  not  to  relet  were  given 

(iv)  Closing  Orders  'ere  revoked  and 
Demolition  Orders  made 

(c)  Number  of  families  displaced 

(d)  Number  of  persons  involved 

(e)  Number  of  houses  closed  on  Closin0  Orders 
or  Undertakings 

(f)  Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  demolished 


83 

8 

15 

26 

18 


5 

79 

26 

94 

1 

10 

r 

i 

3 

3 

11 

37 

7 

12 


Improvement  Grants 

In  June  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  let,  1959,  introduced 
a  new  system  of  improvement  grants.  Hitherto  grants  were  made 
only  at  the  discretion  of  the  loca?  authority  but  the  new  Standard 
.rant  can  be  claimed  as  a  right.  The  standard  Grant  is  intended 
to  encourage  owners  to  modernise  houses  with  a  useful  ..ife  oi  at 
least  fifteen  years  and  to  which,  without  structural  adaptions 
involving  much  new  building  work,  can  be  added  the  standard 
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amenities«  not  already  provided.  The  standard  amenities  are  (a) 
a  ?sth  or  sh0"fr>n  a  bathroom;  (b)  a.  wash-hand  basin;  (c ) ' 

f  hot  water  supply;  (d)  a  w atercloset  in  or  contiguous  to  the 
dwelling;  and  (e)  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food.  An 
improved  house  must,  of  course,  be  fit  for  human  habitation,  and 
any  repair  worm  needed  to  mahe  it  fit  would  be  the  resoonsibi"!  itv 
of  the  owner.  J 


ine  existing  type  of  grant  remains  as  a  Discretionary  grant, 
ana  is  for  more  extensive  forms  of  improvement.  The  Discretionary 
grant  is  intended  to  apply  to  property  which  has  a  life  of  at  least 
thirty  years  .  A  grant  is  paid  solely  at  the  discretion  of  the 
sutnonty  and  in  addition  to  the  'standard  amenities’,  may  provide 
for  the  imo^'ovement  of  lighting,  ventilation,  heating  end  cooking 
facilities,  and  for  works  necessary  to  eliminate  structural  defects. 
An  improved  house  must  be  in  moa  repair,  and  ordinary  maintenance 


defects  and  replacements  ar: 


>e  responsibility  of  the  owner. 


Sixteen  houses  were  improved  during  the  year  with  the  aid  of 
grants,  from  the  Corporation.  Pith  two  exceptions  these  were  all 
ovmer-occupied  properties,  and  in  each  case  the  improvement  enabled 
an  old  houc-e  to  be  provided  with  modern  amenities  and  brought  up  to 
a  good  standard.  The  cost  of  repair  work,  as  opposed  to  improve¬ 
ments,  was,  of  course,  borne  by  the  owner  in  each  c?se,  the  grant 
being  ha..f  the  approved  estimated  cost  of  providing  the  additional 
amenities.  _  Particulars  of  the  number  of  applications  made  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  are  given  in  Table  8. 


Table  8.  Improvement  Grants 


Year 

No . 

of  Applications  -- 

No  .  of  approved 
Ap  pi  i  c  at  i  o  n  s 
withdrawn 

Grant  s 

actually  made 

M  ad  e 

j  Approved 

1 

Re j  ec ted 

No. 

Total  amount 
£ 

1949 

— 

to 

1953 

0 

I 

i 

— 

— 

| -  — 

1954 

2 

i 

- 

— 

_ 

1955 

22 

19 

4 

3 

3 

317 

1956 

4 

2 

2 

— 

10 

1559 

1957 

10 

5 

5 

— 

3 

245 

1958 

11 

10 

1 

— 

10 

1099 

1959 

*  (a) 

20 

12 

8 

— 

15 

1960 

(b) 

12 

11 

1 

- 

0 

— 

Total 

81 

60 

21 

3 

- - - L 

41 

5180 

*(&)  Discretionary;  (b)  Standard. 


Slum  Clearance  Programme 


slumsln  thenBorouph.C°ntinUed  ^  P°liCy  t0  °lear  the  few  remsinin£ 


-p-i  ic3,b'Le  2  &ives  details  of  Slum  Clearance  progress,  bringing  the 
figures  up  to  the  end  of  1959.  b  ’  uxxnging  Lne 
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Table  9 


Slum  Clearance  Proposals; 


Progress  Report 


1 

Year  of  ] 

Programmes 

[ 

1 

First 

1956 

Second 

1957 

Third 

1958 

1 

Fourth 

1959 

Total 

No.  of  houses  in  respect 
of  which  action  was 
initiated  - 

As  Clearance  Areas 

21 

— 

79 

100 

Individual  Unfit  houses 

16 

66 

8 

.  10 

100 

Total 

16 

87 

8 

89 

200 

No.  of  houses  vacated  - 

3y  Council  rehousing 

4 

57 

22 

35 

118 

Otherwise 

4 

3 

3 

2 

12 

Total 

8 

60 

25 

37 

130 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of 
which  action  was  completed  - 

• 

i 

Houses  closed 

2 

10 

10 

7 

29 

Houses  demolished 

8 

39 

13 

60 

Houses  made  fit 

— 

- 

— 

5 

5 

Total 

2 

18 

49 

25 

94 

Rent  Act.  1957,  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Table  10  gives  particulars  of  applications  dealt  with  by  the 
Council  since  the  Act  came  into  operation. 


Table  10.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Statistics 


1957 

July -Dec . 

1958 

1959 

Total. 

No.  of  applications  for 
certificates  of  disrepair 

15 

14 

3 

32 

No.  of  decisions  not  to 
issue  certificates 

0 

3 

0 

3 

No.  of  decisions  to  issue 
certificates  if  no  under¬ 
taking  given  to  remedy 

9 

17 

3 

29 

No.  of  undertakings  given 
by  landlords 

2 

17 

2 

21 

No.  of  undertakings  not 
accepted  by  Sub-Committee 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  certificates  issued 

0 

6 

1 

7 

No.  of  applications  for 
cancellation  of  certifi¬ 
cates  (all  granted) 

0 

1 

1 

1 

I 

a - — 

2 
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part  g 


1  •  1 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPeRV I S I  ON 


Meat  Supply 

All  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  for  food  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse,  the  Council  having  resolved 
in  October,  '954,  that  private  slaughtering  should  not  be  carried 
on.  The  Public  Slaughterhouse  came  into  being  in  July,  1954  and 
the  progress  made  is  shown  in  Table  11.  This  gives  figures  of 
throughput  for  six-month  periods  since  the  commencement  of 
municipal  slaughtering.  In  view  of  seasonal  factors  accounting 
for  some  difference  between  June  and  December  figures,  the  weekly 
average  figures  are  separated  to  show  more  clearly  the  general 
trend.  it  will  be  noted  that  the  average  throughput  over  the 
past  four  years  has  exceeded  the  nominal  maximum. 


Table  11.  Throughput  -  Six  monthly  periods 


Six-month 
period 
ended  - 

Total  Number 
of 

Cattle  Units 

W  eekl  y 

Average 

Number  of 

Cattle  Units 

%  Of  Nominal 
Capacity 

December,  1 9  !d  t 

919 

35 

58 

June,  1955 

1,218 

46 

77 

December,  1955 

1,285 

50 

83 

June,  1956 

1,512 

58 

97  - 

i 

December,  1956 

1,726 

66 

no 

!  103 

June,  1957 

1,420 

55 

92  - 

December,  1957* 

1,748 

65 

108 

100-''- 

June,  1958 

1,629 

63 

105  -i 

December,  1958 

1,776 

68 

113 

109 

June,  1959 

1,731 

67 

112  - 

December,  1959 

1,609 

62 

103 

107 

*  A  27  week  period 

Throughput  restricted  due  to  staffing  difficulties 


The  Public  Slaughterhouse  continues  to  be  operated  on  a  self- 
supporting  basis,  and  Table  12  gives  particulars  of  throughput 
unng  tne  year  reviewed,  together  with  1958  figures  for  comparative 
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Table  12.  Throughput  at  Public  Slaughterhouse 


One  cattle  unit  equivalent  to  three  calves,  five  sheep  or  two  pigs 


All  carcases,  organs  and  viscera  of  animals  passing  through 
the  Public  Slaughterhouse  were  inspected,  and  those  found  to  be 
diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human  consumption  were,  after  treat¬ 
ment  with  a  green  dye  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  use  for  human 
consumption,  removed  to  a  local  factory  where  they  were  sterilised 
and  converted  into  animal  feedingstuff s. 

A  total  of  4  carcases,  9  parts  of  carcases  and  406  organs  and 
parts  were  condemned,  their  total  weight  being  4  tons,  5  cwts.  2  qts. 
22  lbs.  Table  13  gives  particulars  of  the  various  classes  of 
animals  inspected,  and  of  condemnations. 

Table  13.  Record  of  Meat  Inspection  and 

incidence  of  Disease 


Glass  of  Animal 

C  attle 
l  (excluding 

C  ows ) 

j  C  ow  s 

C  a,l  ves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1007 

i - 

44 

16 

3691 

3477 

Number  inspected 

1007 

44 

i 

16 

3691 

3477 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cy stic ere i s 

| 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

161 

6 

0 

109 

130 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  cystic  ere i 

. 

■ 

16.13% 

13.63% 

0% 

2 . 63% 

3.79% 

Tuberculosis  only? 

7 hole  carcases 
condemned 

j 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

54 

j 

7 

0 

0 

82 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculo  sis 

I 

5.46%  1 

15.9% 

2.35°/’ 

Cystic ere  is 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

19  ! 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0  . 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

l 

i 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1  i 

— - —  -■  —  ..  —  .  .i 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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In  caresses  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation  was  tubercu¬ 
losis/  47,  of  the  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  from  all  causes 
being  due  to  this  infection.  The  20  beast  carcases  found  to  be 
affected  with  cysticerci  give  a  percentage  incidence  oi  l*"o.  m 
ore/'se  of  generalised  infestation  the  carcase  and  organs  were 
condemned  In  14  cases  the  invasion  was  localised  and,  before 
bein^releasedfor  human  consumption,  carcases  and  organs  were 
subjected  to  controlled  refrigeration.  In  5  cases  where  cysts 
w®re  localised  and  degenerate  carcases  were  passe-  as  fit  -fter 
jointing  and6 detailed  inspection.  Table  14  gives  comparative 
figures  over  the  past  five  years. 


Table  14.  Incidence  of  Cysticercus  bovis 


Year 


No  .  of  c  ases 


% 


Incidence 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


9 

11 

21 

34 

20 


1.53 

1.08 

1.75 

2.89 

1.98 


Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  continued  to 
operate  as  a  Certified  Deadweight  Centre  for  the  purposes  of  he 
Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme,  under  which  guarantee  payments  are 
made  to  producers  for  fat  pigs  in  accordance  with  Part  1  of  he 
a trri culture  Act,  1947.  To  qualify  for  guarantee  payment  fatstock 
must°be  certified  by  authorised  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
Fisheries  and  Food,  and,  during  the  first  five  months  of  the 
year,’  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  acted  in  this  capacity 
when  on  routine  meat  inspection  duty. 

The  following  figures  are  a  measure  of  the  extent  of  these 
duties:- 

No.  of  pigs  presented  for  certification  .  1,343 

. .  Nil 


No 


"  "  re  j  ec ted  . .  • 

"  "  certified 

of  certificates  issued 


1,343 

244 


The  amount  of  fees  payable  to  the  Corporation  in  respect  of 
such  certificates  was  £42.  15s.  9d. 

Full-time  officers  of  the  Ministry  took  over  in  June,  and 
although  it  was  anticipated  that  this  might  cause  delays  at  the 
slaughterhouse,  the  arrangement  has  worked  well.  On  the j change 
over ’arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  grading  of  bovines. 


■iilk  Supply, 

As  reared  by aArticlee8  of 

the  trad^of  milk’ distributor  from  premises  m  the  3° rough ,  an' i  of 

year. 
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Table  15.  Registration  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 


1 

Dairies 

Distributors 

Particulars  of  changes 

From  Shops*  j 

; 

Others 

No.  on  register  at  1st  January 

5 

n 

47  ' 

19 

No.  in  respect  of  which  new 
applications  were  made 

0 

13 

0 

No.  in  respect  of  which 
applicant  was  refused  on 

Public  Health  grounds 

0 

0 

0 

No.  added  to  register 

0 

13 

0 

No.  removed  from  register  - 

(a)  Trading  ceased 

0 

8 

2 

(b)  Public  Health  grounds 

0 

0 

0’ 

(c)  No  longer  register able 
(New  Regulations) 

— 

- 

8 

No.  on  register  at  31st 

December 

5 

52 

9 

*  Only  bottled  ’Sterilised’  milk  sold  in  these  cases 


The  use  of  a  special  designation  (Tuberculin  Tested, 
Pasteurised  or  Sterilised)  and  the  holding  of  the  appropriate 
licence  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  is 
obligatory  upon  all  milk  retailers  in  the  Borough.  This  is  in 
consequence  of  the  inclusion  of  the  Borough  in  a  ’Specified  Area’ 
made  by  Order  of  the  Ministers  of  Agriculture  and  Health.  The 
retail  of  non-designated  milks  in  the  area  is  an  offence. 

93  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949-1954,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Past¬ 
eurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949-1953,  were  issued 
during  the  year  authori  ing  the  sale  of  graded  milks.  16  of 
these  were  in  respect  of  ’Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)’,  15  in 
respect  of  ’Pasteurised’  and  62  in  respect  of  'Sterilised'  milk. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  milk  of  various  grades,  bottled  ready 
for  sale,  were  taken  during  the  course  of  the  year  to  examine  for 
compliance  with  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Regulations.  The 
number  of  samples  taken,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon  as  satis¬ 
factory,  are  given  in  Table  16. 

Table  16.  Graded  Milks :  Sampling  Records 


Grade  of  Milk 

Test  Applied 

Methylene  Blue*  , 

Phosphatase** 

Turbidity*** 

Pasteurised 

17 

17 

— 

Sterilised 

- 

— 

2 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

8 

3 

— 

*  For  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality 

**  For  efficacy  of  pasteurising  process 

***  For  efficacy  of  sterilising  process 


19 


Twenty- seven  ssu3p2.es  of  ungraded  mii-k,  direct  from  farms  &nd 
prior  to  pasteurisation,  were  tcken  for  biological  e^ami.iSt ion  for 
the  detection  of  tuberculosis:  negative  results  were  recorded  in 
all  cases. 

Generally,  the  standard  of  distribution  is  satisfactory. 

Minor  violations  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  have  not 
necessitated  forma,  action.  Conditions  at  the  dairies  were 
satisfactory . 

The  cleanliness  of  milk  containers  was  investigated  during 
the  year.  At  a  dairy  where  several  tnousand  bottles  are  filled 
daily,  36  cleaned,  empty  bottles  were  taken  at  intervals  for 
bacteriological  examination.  A  bacterial  count  of  not  more  than 
600  indicates  a  satisfactory  bottle:  of  those  tested  three 
exceeded  this  figure;  in  the  remainder  the  highest  count  was  57U 
and  the  average  307. 

The  cleanliness  of  churns  at  the  same  establishment  was  a_so 
investigated.  A  bacterial  count  per  churn  of  not  more  than  30,000 
is  considered  satisfactory,  250,000  fairly  satisfactory,  and  over 
250,000  unsatisfactory:  8  churns  were  tested:  four  were  placed 
in  the  'unsatisfactory*  c"  ass,  none  in  the  'fairly  satisfactory 
class  and  4  in  the  'satisfactory'  class  with  counts  ranging  from 
0  -  10,000. 


Ice-Cream  manufacture  and  .ale 

As  required  by  .section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1  55, 
a  register  is  kept  of  al3  premises  used  for  the  sale,  or  the 
manufacture  or  storage  for  sale,  of  ice-cream.  Table  17  gives 
particulars  of  the  changes  which  took  place  during  the  year,  and 
of  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Table  17.  Registration  of  Ice-Cream  Premises 


Particulars  of  changes 

Sale  and 
storage 

Manuf  actu  re 
sale  and  storage 

No.  on  Register  at  1st  January 

78 

2 

No.  in  respect  of  which  new 
applications  were  made 

14 

0 

No.  in  respect  of  which 
application  was  refused 

0 

_ 

No.  added  to  register 

14 

- 

No.  of  registrations  cancelled  - 

(a)  following  offences 

0 

0 

(b)  Ceased  to  trade 

0 

0 

No.  of  changes  of  occupation  of 
registered  premises  notified 

9 

0 

No.  on  register  at  31st  December 

92 

2 

The  two  registered  ice-cream  factories  are  not  in  use  as 
such,  and  all  the  ice-cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  made  elsewhere. 
Fine  manufactures  are  registered  to  sell  their  ice-cream  from 
vehic2.es  in  the  3orough.  Such  vehic"1  es  mus-t  meet  the  standard 

-  20  - 


laid  down  by  the  Council  ,  which  includes  the  provision  of  a  hot- 
water  unit  for  handwashing,  and  other  practicable  measures  for 
preventing  contamination  of  the  ice-cream.  No  offences  under 
the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  in  relation  to 
storage  or  sale  have  been  noted. 

There  is  no  test  for  the  bacteriological  grading  of  ice-cream 
which  is  considered  satisfactory  for  use  as  a  statutory  test,  but 
on  the  Provisional  Grading  at  present  in  use,  the  25  samples  of 
ice-cream  taken  during  the  year  may  be  grouped  as  folio- ss-  15 
fell  into  Grade  1,  2  into  Grade  2,  2  into  Grade  3,  and  6  into  Grade 
4.  In  Table  18  figures  for  1956,  1957,  1958  and  1959  are  given 
alongside  the  official  standard. 


Table  18.  Ice-Cream  Grading 


Official 

Loc  al 

figures  f 

or  the  year  - 

Grade  s 

Standard 

% 

1956 

% 

1957 

% 

1958 

% 

1959 

% 

1 

Not  less 
than  50 

86 

82 

60 

60 

1  and  2 

Not  less 
than  80 

98 

87 

74 

68 

3 

Not  more 
than  20 

— 

3 

13 

8 

4 

0 

_ 

2 

10 

L.  ■  

13 

24 

Five  of  the  six  samples  graded  4  came  from  the  same  source 
(outside  the  Borough)  and  are  responsible  for  the  unsatisfactory 
figures  in  the  Table.  Seven  samples  were  taken  from  this  manu¬ 
facturer,  two  of  which  were  grade  3  and  five  were  grade  4.  This 
is  most  unsatisfactory,  but  the  test  is  not  a  statutory  one,  and 
one  could  only  notify  the  authority  concerned. 


General  Food  Inspection 


In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Public  Slaughter¬ 
house  shops  were  visited  from  time  to  time  for  the  inspection  of 
meat  and  other  foods.  No  single  large  consignment  of  food  has 
been  condemned,  although  over  the  period,  under  review  the  following 
total  quantities  of  unfit  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumptions  - 


3,235  lbs . 
588  lbs. 

34  lbs. 
83  lbs. 

35  lbs. 
10  lbs. 


meats 
vegetables 
fruit 
tom  atoes 
fish 

miscellaneous  foods 


Certificates  were  issued  to  traders  in  196  cases,  enabling 
them  to  claim  from  wholesalers  for  loss  of  foods  condemned. 


Food  Premises 

The  conditions  under  which  food  for  sale  is  prepared  and 
handled  in  the  various  factories,  warehouses,  shops,  restaurants 
and  hotels  in  the  Borough  occupies  much  of  the  Department's  time. 
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The  numbers  of  the  different  classes  of  food  premises  in  the 
Borough,  as  at  the  end  of  the  year,  are  given  in  Table  19. 

Table  19.  Food  Premises  Analysed  according  to  Trade 


Class  of  Premises  or 
Nature  of  Business 

Manufacture 

or 

Preparation 

Distribution 

Total 

— 

General  Grocery 

95 

95 

Bread  and  Cakes 

6 

4 

10 

Sugar  confectionery 

4 

23 

27 

Greengrocery,  fish  and 
game 

23 

23 

Butchery  and  meat 
preparation 

24 

24 

Chemists 

6 

6 

Fish  frying 

19 

19 

Public  Houses  and  clubs 

52 

52 

Off  licence  premises 

9 

9 

Cafes,  snack  bars, 
c  anteen  s 

54 

34 

Church  premises 

6 

6 

Mineral  water,  etc. 
bottling 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous 

4 

3 

7 

Tot  al  s 

76 

239 

■ - - - 

315 

One  hundred  and  six  of  these  premises  are  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  77  of  these,  as  already 

indicated,  are  ice-cream  premises,  the  remaining  29  being  registered 
for  the  manufacture  of  made-up  meats  etc;  only  17  of  these,  however, 
are  at  present  used  for  the  purposes  requiring  registration. 

Very  few  premises  in  the  Borough  ore  still  below  the  structural 
standards  of  the  Regulations,  or  lacking  in  the  equipment  needed  to 
secure  sound  hygienic  practices.  The  Regulations  deal  not  only 
with  premises  and  equipment,  but  with  persons  and  practices,  and 
the  ;.tage  has  now  been  reached  when  this  aspect  of  the  Department's 
activities  is  assuming  greater  practical  importance.  A  course 
of  six  lectures  held  during  the  year  was  attended  by  25  food 
handlers.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  however,  food  hygiene 
education  will  have  to  be  done  in  the  shop  or  factory,  and 
increasing  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  this  aspect  of  the  work. 

Table  20  gives  figures  indicative  of  the  Department’s  activi¬ 
ties  in  this  field  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  in  July,  1956. 


Table  20.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


r 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

No.  of  visits  paid  to  food 
premises 

93 

294 

182 

122 

No.  of  food  rooms  inspected 

199 

392 

475 

349 

No.  of  offences  noted  under 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

31 3 

54  5 

541 

179 

No.  of  such  offences  out¬ 
standing  at  end  of  year 

223 

197 

278 

68 

No.  of  offences  against  the 
food  handlers  byelaws 

15 

16 

14 

6 

No.  of  byelaw  offences  out¬ 
standing  at  end  of  year 

11 

2 

3 

1 

Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air 

As  required  by  section  76(1}  of  the  Test  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1951,  registers  are  kept  of  persons  hawking 
food  in  the  Borough,  and  of  hawkers'  storage  premises.  T-^ble  21 
gives  particulars  of  the  changes  which  took  place  during  the  year 
under  review,  and  of  the  position  at.  the  end  of  the  year. 


Table  21. 


Registration  of  Food  Hawkers 


and  Storage  Premises 


Particulars  of  changes 

1 

1 

Hawkers 

i 

Storage  Premises 

No.  on  Register  at  1st  January 

00 

CO 

6 

No.  in  respect  of  which  new 
applications  were  made 

6  ■ 

0 

No.  in  respect  of  which 
application  was  refused 

0 

0 

No.  added  to  register 

6 

0 

No.  of  registrations  revoked  - 

(a)  Following  offences 

0 

0 

(b)  Ceased  to  trade 

0 

0 

No.  on  register  at  31st  December 

94 

6 

Table  22  analyses  the  number  of  registered  food  hawkers 
according  to  the  various  classes  of  trade. 
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Table  22 


Food  Hawkers  according  to  trade 


No 

.  Registered 

Trade 

At  37.  st  Dec  . 
1959 

Added  during 
1959 

Removed  during 
1959 

Butchery 

19 

0 

General  grocery 

7 

1 

Grocery  and 

Confectio nery 

15 

1 

Fish  and  green¬ 
grocery 

6 

0 

Greengrocery 

22 

1 

Confectionery 

11 

0 

Nil 

Ice-C  ream 

10 

1 

Mobile  Canteen 

1 

0 

Butcher  and 

General  grocery 

1 

1 

Grocery,  butcher  and 
fish  and  fruit 

1 

0 

Fish  and  chips 

1 

1 

Total 

94 

6 

1 . . . 

.  _  . .  —  •  - - - — 

The  number  of  purpose-made  vehicles  of  good  design  is  on  the 
increase,  and  inspections  have  shov/n  that  standards  generally  in 
mobile  shops  tend  to  improve.  All  applications  Cor  registration 
are  thoroughly  investigated  as  to  the  suitaoility  01  the  yehicle, 
the  storage  facilities  to  be  used,  and  the  source  and  qua-.ity  f 
the  food  to  be  sold. 


PART  D 


MI SCELLaI  ..OU  S  DU  TIE  .-, 


Hairdressers  and  Barbers  Establishment s 

As_ required  by  Section  120(1)  of  the  Test  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1953.,  a  register  if  kept  of  persons  carrying 
on  the  business  of  hairdresser  or  barber  on  premises  in  the  Borough. 
Table  23  indicates  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Table  23.  Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 


Particulars  of  changes 

Registered 

Premises 

No.  on  Register  at  1st  January 

29 

No.  added  to  register  during  1959 

3 

No.  suspended  or  cancel"1  ed  by  court 

order  during  1959 

0 

No.  on  Register  at  31st  December 

32 

S^ven  inspections  were  ma.de  and  no  offences  noted. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 

The  Rag  flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  is 
designed  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  fii"  ing  materials  in  uphol¬ 
stered  articles,  and  Regulations  have  been  issued  prescribing  the 
standards  of  cleanliness  applic  able  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act  in 
relation  to  the  various  kinds  of  filling  materials  used. 

The  Ac  o  provides  for  the  registration  by  the  local  authority 
of  premises  where  filling  materials  of  specified  kinds  are  used 
in  manufacturing  articles  of  upholstery,  and  one  such  factory  is 
registered  with  the  Corporation.  Seven  samples  of  filling 
materials  taken  from  this  factory  in  1959,  were  subjected  to  the 
prescribed  tests,  and  all  satisfied  the  statutory  standards  of 
cleanliness. 


Control  of  Pet  Animal  Shops 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  provides  for  the  licensing  of  pet 
animal  shops  by  the  local  authority  who,  before  granting  a  licence, 
must  be  satisfied  that  animals  for  sale  will  at  al*  times  be  kept 
in  accommodation  suitable  as  respects  size,  temperature,  lighting-, 
ventilation _ and  cleanliness;  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable 
food  and  drink  and  (so  far  as  necessary)  visited  at  suitable 
intervals;  that  all  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  diseases  among  animals,  and  that  appropriate  steps 
will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 

There  are  four  licensed  premises  in  the  Borough.  Conditions 
were  satisfactory. 
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Rodent  Control  Servic e 


The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  so  far  as  this  Act  relates 
to  rodent  infestation.  Routine  measures  are  taken  to  ensure,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  freedom  from  infestation  of  all  premises 
in  their  occupation;  owners  and  occupiers  of  infested  properties 
are  required  to  face  up  to  their  responsibilities  under  the  Act, 
and  a  Rodent  Control  Service  is  maintained'  by  the  Corporation,  ' 
available  to  householders  free  of  charge  and  to  others  at  a  charge 
which  covers  the  cost  of  treatment.  The  Act  places  on  local 
authorities  a  specific  duty  to  inspect  their  district  for  infesta¬ 
tion,  and  for  much  of  his  time  the  senior  rodent  operative  has  been 
engaged  on  the  discovery  of  infestations,  and  the  organisation  of 
treatments  on  'block  control'  principles. 

Table  24  gives  satisfies  relating  to  the  known  incidence  of 
infestation  arid  disinfestation  measures  taken  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  December,  1959. 

Table  24.  Rodent  Control  Statistics 


Loc  al 

Class  of  Property 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

houses* 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Business 

and 

Industrial 

Total 

No.  of  properties 
in  the  District 

32 

7,653 

41 

1,122 

8,848 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  - 

(a)  Notification 

4 

* 

73 

2 

12 

91 

(b)  Surve;  under 
the  Act 

21 

30 

37 

449 

587 

(c  )  Otherwise 

0 

8 

0 

18 

26 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  and 
found  to  be 
infested  by  - 

(a)  Rats:  Major** 

1 

o 

1 

1 

3 

Minor 

9 

47 

6 

31 

93 

(b)  Mice:  Major** 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Minor 

49 

1 

63 

114 

No.  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  local  authority 

10 

94 

7 

91 

202 

No.  of  t r e atment s 
carried  out 
(including 
re-treatments) 

13 

97 

8 

102 

220 

No.  of  'block 
control'  schemes 
carried  out 

_ 

15 

*  Excluding  houses  combined  with  businesses 

**  More  than  20  rodents 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT 


Complying  with  Article  25  ox  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations,  19 59 


A.  Nature  an!  Number  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Corporation' s 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  assistant  staff  during  1959. 


I'  ature  Number 


Public  Health  Act,  195b 

Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

Moveable  dwellings  and  sites  8 

Offensive  trades  92 

Workplaces  (not  factories)  3 

Statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 

Dwell inghouses  420 

Other  promises  55 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Industrial  smoke  observations  24 

Smoke  Control  Area  inspections  and  enquiries  153 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections  (including 
visits  to  prospective  tenants  of  Corporation 
houses,  and  in  the  case  of  exchanges)  282 

Infectious  Diseases,  etc.,  Enquiries  62 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 
Dwellinghouses  "  342 

Other  premises  47 

W  at  e  r  su  ppl  i  e  s  : 

Sampling  -  Public  supplies  65 

Swimming  bath  waters  96 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal: 

Enquiries  and  Inspections  94 


Factories  Act,  1957 

Inspections  for  Welfare  Provisions: 

Factories  27 

Other  works  4 

Inspections  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  20 

Shoos  Act.  1950 

Shops  inspected  for  Welfare  Provisions  44 

Housing;  Acts  and  Rent  Act.  1957 
Housing  Conditions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects  and  of  works  in 
progress  (excluding  Public  Health  Act  inspections)  365 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  (included  in  above  figures) 108 
Inspections  made  in  connection  with  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  3 


27 


N  ature 


Number 


Overcrowding  : 

Cs.se  investigations  6 

Dweliinghouses  measured  up  for  permitted 
number  data  8 

Improvement  Grant  Inspections  and  Enquiries  126 


Food  and  uru,-.  s  Act,  ipy 


Me at  Inspections: 

Visits  to  Public  SI  aught erhouse  for  meat  inspection  483 

Number  of  carcases  examined  8,235 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigations  under  Milk  and  Jairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1959  16 

Investigations  under  Special  Designations 
Regulations,  1949  -  1954  24 

Sampling:  Milk  98 

Milk  Containers  44 

Ice-Cream : 

Investigations  under  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment, 
etc.)  Regulations  - 

Retailing  44 

Sampling  25 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  to  shops  etc.,  for  food  inspection  209 

Food  Premises  Inspections: 

Pasteurising  plant  ana  dairies  8 

Premises  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  122 

Investigations  under  Food  '  milling  Bye  •  ws  81 

Other  investigations  under  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  ]_81 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  1949 

Inspection  of  premises  for  infestation,  proofing, 
etc.  (mainly  by  Senior  Rodent  Operative) 
Inspections  under  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of 
Ricks  Regulations 

Sewer  manholes  tested  for  infestation 


Rag  Flock  and  Oth. -r  Filling  -atf.  rials  Act,  1951 

Sampling  arid  inspection  of  records  8 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Inspection  of  premises  and  investigations 
following  applications  for  licences  18 

West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951 

Hairdressers'  premises  7 

Hawkers'  vehicles  and  premises  41 


704 

15 

21 
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All  established  posts  were  filled  throughout  the  year  and 
there  were  no  stafi  changes.  I  would  pay  tribute  to  the  conscien¬ 
tious  work  of  my  Deputy,  Mr.  ’.7 ilson  and  of  each  member  of  the  staff. 


I  am, 


Mrs.  Pritchard  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Municipal  Offices, 
Pontefract. 

July,  I960. 


